Dr. Hall,

 

I contacted you by phone yesterday to express my opposition to Alabama’s State Board of Education adopting the Common Core State Standards Initiative (CCSSI).  You repeatedly interrupted me and accused me of being a pawn of Betty Peters and Stephanie Bell.  I called you of my own accord and conscience and was not encouraged by anyone else, especially Betty Peters or Stephanie Bell.

 

You insinuated that because I do not have four college degrees and am not an educator then I am not capable of knowing what is good for the children of Alabama.  On the basis of your standards, then 99% of Alabamians are unfit to know what is best for the children of Alabama and would therefore be unfit parents.  Your attitude is just another example of the elitist disdain that the liberal left has for the institution of the family and the home as being the best place for decisions regarding education, whether public or private, can be made.

 

When you asked me what I new about CCSSI, I began to relate what Randy McKinney shared with me about the mobile society and how this would benefit those who would move in from another state or leave Alabama for another state.  You said that idea was not a valid point for advocating CCSSI.  When I told you that Randy McKinney, who is for CCSSI, is the one who shared that idea with me, you insinuated that I was a liar and that there was no way that Randy McKinney would have said something like that.

 

You owe me an apology for insinuating that I and other Alabamians are not intelligent enough to distinguish between what is bad and what is good.  You owe me an apology for blatantly stating that I am a pawn of another.  You owe me an apology for insinuating that I am dishonest and a liar.  You owe Mrs. Peters and Mrs. Stephanie Bell an apology for accusing them of “putting” me up to calling you.

 

If the Board adopts CCSSI, it is to be congratulated on “dumbing down” the curriculum for Alabama.  Massachusetts is just one example of a state that has already dumbed down its curriculum in order to have a nationalized norm.  Why must we lower our standards to conform to the masses?  Is this an admission that the Board does not have the ability on its own to choose a standard that exceeds the national norm?  If so, then we need new Board members, not a standardized curriculum.

 

For now the Board is considering only Math and Science.  What happens when the vote will be on Science?  Will the Board vote to conform to textbooks that teach only the theory of Darwinian evolution that even today has been greatly discredited by many respected geologists and biologists, thus leaving out any possibility of discussion of Intelligent Design or Creationism?  When the vote comes to Social Studies, will the Board vote to conform to textbooks that present the history and meaning of man from an entirely secular humanistic existentialist worldview?

 

How will adoption of CCSSI effect private schools?  Will parents continue to flee to private schools where they will have a greater say-so in the curriculum their children receive or will private schools be forced to “dumb down” their curriculum to the level of Alabama public schools if CCSSI is adopted?

 

The Harding family lives in Old Cloverdale in Montgomery.  They have six children.  A fifteen-year old son graduated high school at age twelve and is currently a junior majoring in English at Huntingdon College.  The fourteen-year old son also graduated from high school at age twelve and is a sophomore at Faulkner University, majoring in music.  A seven-year old daughter is currently taking subjects on a 10th grade level.  I can share other stories of Alabama families whose children exceed the norm by graduating early and performing well in college.  These are not exceptional children; they are normal children doing exceptional feats because their parents made good decisions regarding their children’s education.  This should be the standard for Alabama.  National norms and standards will not improve anything for the students of Alabama.  The situation for Alabama’s students will improve when parents become more involved in their children’s education, whether public or private.  Making “2 + 2 = 4” a standard will not make a difference until the students know why the standard is important and know that it is important to their parents.  The Board would make better use of its time by determining how to get parents involved in the classroom and how to get the classroom to extend to the home.

 

As many of the Board members’ biographies on the BOE website indicate that they are members of churches, I appeal to God to change the hearts of those who are for CCSSI and that they will see it is an unnecessary, unwarranted, and unwanted into the lives of Alabamians.  The results of the election on November 2 should have made it clear enough that the citizens of this country do not want a centralized, Federalist approach in their governance.  Alabamians are capable of self-rule, especially in the area of educating our children.  Do not abdicate our rights and our choice by adopting CCSSI.

 

Peace and grace,
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